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Chairman’s Column

Wunee keesuq Tribal family,

It’s hard to believe that the fall season 
is right around the corner…our sum-
mers always seem to move past us 
far too quickly. We tend to squeeze 
in a lot of family, powwows and good 
food in the summer. We’ve also been 
moving diligently through our work in 
operations and at the Council table 
over the past few months and I’m 
happy to report on the solid progress 
we’ve made. 
 Let’s start with our housing 
project. Affordable housing is a major 
problem for our tribe and the region 
surrounding our homeland. Right know 
only 5% of Mashpee is affordable, 
but we’re changing that. We’ve taken 
control of our ability to provide quality 
housing at an affordable price with our 
First Light Wampanoag Homes devel-
opment. Tribal members could start 
moving into their new homes as soon 
as Mid-October. 
 We also have a beautiful new 
classroom for the incoming Mukayuh-
sak Weekuw (Children’s House) class. 
We now have space for 30 students 
from preschool to grade 2. WLRP is 
also looking to add new staff and ad-
ditional grade levels to offer language 
immersion from preschool through 
grade 4 by 2021. We have a bright 
future thanks to programs like this…our 
culture and traditions will continue. 
 These projects, along with the 
numerous other great projects that 
are being tackled at our Community 

The frames of several soon-to-be 
completed buildings stood amid plots 
of dirt and construction as General 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public 
and Indian Housing Dominique Blom 
toured the site of First Light Wampa-
noag Homes last month.
 Led by members of the Mash-
pee Wampanoag tribe and the tribe’s 
housing department, the tour was an 
early look at the 42 units that will soon 
provide affordable housing for tribal 
members on reservation land along 
Meetinghouse Road.
 “The houses will provide a dra-
matic need for the community given 
the high rental prices on the Cape,” Ms. 
Blom said. “The tribe should be proud.”
 Michelle Tobey, the tribe’s 
housing director, said the project will 
help address the problem of home-
lessness facing many of the tribe’s 
members.
 “The dream is to help as many 
homeless tribal members as possible,” 
Ms. Tobey said.

  She said that while the project 
provides a start to addressing home-
lessness within the tribe, it “barely 
touches the surface of the problem.”
 More than 200 people filed 
applications to live at the First Light 
Wampanoag Homes. In April, the tribe 
held a lottery to decide who would 
receive the housing.
 Tribal members selected in 
the lottery could begin to move in as 
soon as mid-October, said Marcelle 
Vigneau, program assistant with the 

Wampanoag Housing Nears Completion

continued on page 4

Before School Care 

Children in grades PreK – 6 in the 
Coombs School and the Quash-
net School can now receive be-
fore school care at the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe Community and 
Government Center. The service is 
sponsored by the Tribe’s Education 
Department. The program will cost 
$10 per week for 1 child and $15 
per week for 2 or more children. A 
parent letter and registration form 
are available in the Education De-
partment. 
 Parents that enroll in the 
program will be able to drop their 
child off between 7:45 and 8:25 AM 
during school days at the Com-
munity and Government Center.  

NYCP Education Events

• Tufts University to Visit with 
Tribal Students and Families on 
September 10 at Mashpee High 
School

• UMass Dartmouth to Visit with 
Tribal Students and Families on 
September 18 at Mashpee High 
School

• NYCP Organizing University of 
Minnesota College Tour Octo-
ber 24-27.

To register or for more informa-
tion, please contact NYCP Program 
Manager Cameron Greendeer at 
Cameron.greendeer@mwtribe-nsn.
gov or at (508) 477-0208 ext. 178.

continued on page 3
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New Events
September 8 - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

General Membership Meeting, 
MWTCGC

September 11 - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Legal Clinic, MWTCGC

September 15 - 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Recall Hearing, MWTCGC

September 17 – 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Census Bureau Visit, MWTCGC

September 18 - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Legal Clinic, MWTCGC

September 21 – 11:00 a.m.
Ancestors’ Day, Old Indian Meeting 

House
September 25 - 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Legal Clinic, MWTCGC
September 28 - 11:00 a.m.

Wampanoag Day, Aptucxet Trading Post

Weekly Events
Mondays – 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Dancing Moon Yoga, MWTCGC
Tuesdays – 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Elders Lunch & Learn, MWTCGC

Tuesdays – 6:00 PM to Dusk
Beach Volleyball, Mashpee Pond

Wednesdays – 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Tribal Health Yoga Classes with Yoga 

Neighborhood, MWTCGC
Thursdays – 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Elders Lunch & Learn, MWTCGC

Monthly Meetings
First Saturday of the Month – 11 a.m.

Elders Meeting, MWTCGC
First Tuesday of the Month – 6:00 p.m.
Chief’s Circle, Old Indian Meeting House

Food Pantry Hours
Monday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Open Positions

There are several open positions at 
the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe. 

Please visit the Human Resource 
section of the Tribe’s website for a 
complete list of open positions and 
complete position details. 

On September 13, 1988, Representa-
tive Thomas M. Cahir presented Shirley 
Peters, the chairwoman of the Indian 
Education Program, with a certificate of 
Achievement from the Massachusetts 

House of Representatives. The award 
honored Shirley for her 14 years of ex-
cellent service. Thanks to Aunt Joan for 
sharing these important events from 
our past. 

From Aunt Joan Avant Tavares Personal Files
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Ancestors’ Day will be held on Satur-
day, September 21, 2019 at 11:00  a.m. 
at the Old Indian Meeting House. The 
annual event provides an  opportunity 
to remember those that have passed. 
Following the ceremony, a  potluck 
luncheon will be held at the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe Community  and 
Government Center.
 

Ancestors’ Day at Old Indian Meeting House on 
September 21

Committee Involvement 
Benefits the Tribe

Each month vacant committee 
seats are posted. Volunteering on 
a Commission or a Committee is 
an important part of being involved 
and helping the tribal community. 
Everyone needs to be involved. 
 Currently there are open 
seats on the following commis-
sions and committees. 

• 2 Open Seats on the Housing 
Commission

• Open Seats on Enrollment 
Committee

• Open Seats on the Powwow 
Committee

 To serve, send your letter 
of interest to Francie Dottin, Ex-
ecutive Administrative Assistant to 
the Chairman, at Francie.Dottin@
mwtribe-NSN.gov or mail to 483 
Great Neck Road South, Mashpee, 
MA 02649

Before School Care 
(continued)

Education staff will supervise the 
program and walk the children 
to the bus stop at River Road and 
Great Neck Road where they will 
take the bus to the KC Coombs and 
Quashnet Schools.
 The Before School Care 
will start on the first days of school 
(September 3 for grades 1-6 and 
September 4 for grades PK & K). 
 If you have additional ques-
tions, please contact Education 
Department Director Roxanne Mills 
Brown at 508-477-0208 ext. 149.

WIOA Organizes Census Bureau Visit on Sept. 17

The United States Census Bureau 
will be at the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe on September 17 from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Commu-
nity and Government Center Gym. 
The Census Bureau is working with 
the WIOA Department to discuss 
the importance of completing the 
census and jobs that will be avail-
able. All tribal members are encour-
aged to attend especially if you are 
interested in government jobs and/

or have questions about completing 
the census form.
 The Census Bureau collects 
data for the American Indian and 
Alaska Native population in order 
to provide detailed demographic, 
social, economic and housing sta-
tistics every year. For more informa-
tion please contact Marnell Cash, 
Employment and Training Program 
Manager, at Marnell.Cash@mwtribe-
nsn.gov or at (508) 477-0208 ext 161.
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Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Housing 
Department.
 She said that the applications 
chosen through the lottery are being 
reviewed to ensure that applicants 
qualify for the low-income housing. 
 Under blue skies, Ms. Blom 
and the group of tribal members and 
press meandered along the road 
which will connect the housing units 
and stepped inside a wall-less duplex 
which was among the approximately 
10 structures that have been con-
structed on the site so far.
 “The potential is palpable,” Ms. 
Blom said, “the houses will look beau-
tiful in just a few months.”
 Subsidized by the Massachu-
setts Department of Housing and Eco-
nomic Development, the development 
will consist of eight duplexes with 16 
units and 26 two- and three-bedroom 
homes.
 Rather than being built to face 
the road, the houses have been built to 
face the sun to maximize the potential 
for solar panels, which could be in-
stalled at a later stage, Ms. Tobey said.
 In 2017, the project received 
a $1 million grant from the state. The 
project was also awarded state and 
federal low-income housing tax credits 
totaling nearly $11 million in equity 
by the Massachusetts Department of 

Housing and Community Develop-
ment.
 An additional 10 lots will be de-
veloped in a later stage of the project, 
Ms. Tobey said. A variety of housing 
options are being considered for those 
plots, she said.
 The construction of a commu-
nity center, hopefully to be completed 
a year, is also planned at the location 
along Meetinghouse Road, Ms. Tobey 
said.
 Located on Mashpee Wam-
panoag tribal lands, the Wampanoag 
Village community will provide a loca-
tion for the tribe to practice the “differ-
ent cultural things that sometimes the 
general public doesn’t understand,” 
including traditions such as drumming 
and the burning of sage, Ms. Tobey 
said.
 At the end of the tour, tribal 
members presented Ms. Blom with a 
snack of quahog and oysters grown on 
the tribe’s shellfish farm. The Housing 
and Urban Development official kept 
the shellfish shells as a memento.
 In the week since the tour, 
roofing and walls have been added to 
several of the structures as the future 
homes near completion.

    By Ryan Spencer – Mashpee Enter-
prise

Wampanoag Homes Near Completion (continued)Chairman’s Column
(continued)

and Government Center are being 
funded through grants. That’s not 
something that’s lost on me or the 
rest of our leadership team. We un-
derstand the value of grant funding 
for a tribal nation and have worked 
hard to streamline our process and 
increase funding. To do this we’ve 
entered into the “477 Program.” 
Over the past few months we’ve 
coordinated with the Department 
of Interior and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs to provide much needed 
training on the 477 Program to our 
grant managers. I’m confident that 
we’ll continue to improve our grant 
processes over the coming years 
thanks to this program. 
 I’ve also been working dili-
gently on our legislative issues and 
legal filings in regard to our land in 
trust. As we approach the end of 
the summer our legislative efforts 
will be ramping up as congress re-
turns from summer break. Also, we 
were successful in moving our land 
bill through Congress in May and 
we also had positive movement in 
our suit against the feds in June. 
These are all areas that I’ve been 
pushing forward with. 
 Our land is sacred. Our 
unity is sacred. Mashpee above 
everything!

Kutâputunumuw;

Chairman Cedric Cromwell

Qaqeemasq (Running Bear)
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On Saturday, September 28 all Wam-
panoag people, including the Mash-
pee, Aquinnah and Herring Pond 
Wampanoag Tribes will come together 
with friends from the community at the 
20th Annual Wampanoag Day Cel-
ebration at the Aptucxet Trading Post 
Museum in Bourne. The event will kick 
off at 11 AM and is open to the public.

 The legendary Wampanoag 
Singers and Dancers will once again 
perform along with other Native 
American hands on activities, crafts, 
demonstrations and of course drum-
ming. Lunch will also be available for 
purchase that will include several na-
tive and contemporary dishes. 

Wampanoag Day at Aptucxet on September 28 Housing Commissioner 
Coreen Moore Steps 
Down after 12 Years of 
Service

Coreen Moore will be leaving big 
moccasins to fill on the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe Housing Com-
mission. For over a decade Coreen 
has served her Tribe with distinc-
tion on the Housing Commission 
and as the Housing Commissioner 
Chair. Coreen is one of the found-
ing members of the Tribe’s Hous-
ing Commission and has been an 
integral piece of the growth of the 
Tribe’s housing program. Please 
join us in thanking Coreen for her 
time, energy and talent on the 
commission over the past 12 years. 
We also know that she will remain 
close and has graciously offered to 
keep in touch with the Commission 
as it brings on a new tribal member 
to fill her seat.   

David Weeden Runs for Mashpee Selectman

David Weeden is looking to bring 
balance to the town of Mashpee 
Board of Selectman on October 1 
and is asking for your vote. He cur-
rently serves as the Interim Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer and as 
a Council Member for the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe and previously 
served on the town of Mashpee’s 
Planning Board. David has been a 
constant voice for conservation in 
town and believes the town is in 
need now more than ever of a fresh 
perspective at the table. 
 David has several issues that 
he’s passionate about addressing 

once elected. “Our waterways are 
declining and development contin-
ues to accelerate in town,” said David. 
“That’s not a healthy balance for 
Mashpee and if elected I’ll continue 
to be an advocate for preservation.” 
 Affordable housing, fiscal 
responsibility and growing local 
businesses are additional areas that 
David would like to see our elected 
leaders focus on. 
 Your vote will matter come 
October 1 at Christ the King Parish on 
Jobs Fishing Road in Mashpee. Polls 
will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. Please vote for David Weeden.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Headquarters office 
in Washington, DC,  has chosen the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe as the first 
Tribe to be selected for a Prepared-
ness Case Study review.
 The review took place on 
Thursday, August 8, 2019 at the Tribal 
reservation properties in Mashpee.
 The Tribal Emergency Man-
agement Department, led by Director 
Nelson Andrews, Jr., facilitated the 
review.
 FEMA conducts grant effec-
tiveness case studies to demonstrate 
how states and urban areas across the 
country use a mix of homeland secu-
rity non-disaster grant programs to 
improve preparedness. FEMA chooses 
case study locations to ensure geo-
graphic diversity and to link grant 

investments with recent events.
 During the visit from the FEMA 
Headquarters National Preparedness 
Office, MWT Emergency Management 
Director Nelson Andrews Jr provided 
updates to the four FEMA representa-
tives on previous successes as a result 
of being awarded the FEMA prepared-
ness grant. Funds that were used to 
provide emergency response vehicles 
that have assisted tribal elders during 
winter storms, drones for search and 
rescue that have been used for wildfire 
controlled burns and available for local 
search and rescue missions. In addition 
trainings to the tribal staff that have 
been provided and are currently on 
going.  
 As stated by Director Andrews, 
“Overall this first case study on Tribes 
that was conducted by FEMA for our 

FEMA Selects Mashpee as First Tribe for Case Study

continued on page 6
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Tribal students have an amazing 
opportunity to attend the Food Sov-
ereignty Summit being held Septem-
ber 23-26 in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
Travel and arrangements are provided 
through the NYCP program, NYCP 
grant funding and the Tribe’s Education 
Department. To register or for more 
information, please contact NYCP Pro-
gram Manager Cameron Greendeer at 
Cameron.greendeer@mwtribe-nsn.gov 

or at (508) 477-0208 ext. 178.
 The Food Sovereignty Sum-
mit is the national forum for sharing 
and collaborating to build healthy food 
systems within Native American com-
munities. Students will have an op-
portunity to attend workshops, general 
sessions, food tastings and networking 
events that focus on strengthening 
tribal sovereignty. 

NYCP Organizes Trip to Food Sovereignty Summit FEMA Case Study
(continued)

Tribal Nation was a success and 
will help to pave the way in how 
FEMA conducts and begins to 
work with additional Tribes in the 
future, It is a great honor to be a 
part of this study and I feel that we 
did an excellent job in show cas-
ing the progress of establishing 
an EM Department with capability 
enhancement as a result of this 
FEMA preparedness grant funding 
opportunity.”
 Partnerships are critical 
to fulfilling FEMA’s mission. FEMA 
maintains important working rela-
tionships on tribal affairs with the 
agencies and organizations below.
 “The Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe is extremely fortunate to have 
built an outstanding partnership 
with the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Administration (FEMA) 
at the Regional level as well as 
the national level.” stated Chair-
man Cedric Cromwell. “Without 
such strong working relationships 
among multi-agencies including at 
the county, state and federal levels, 
our Tribal citizens and those most 
vulnerable in our area have poten-
tial to be at high-risk in the event of 
a disaster situation.” said Cromwell.
 “Understanding our Tribal 
Emergency Management depart-
ment has established necessary 
critical plans is a comfort. I applaud 
our director Nelson Andrews and 
his team for leading this effort. 
We welcome FEMA representa-
tives from Washington, DC, here to 
Mashpee as they perform the case 
study of our Emergency Prepared-
ness programs. We are honored 
they selected us as a Tribal exam-
ple.” Cromwell added.

NYCP Organizing University of Minnesota College 
Tour October 24-27

A trip for high school youth and a 
parent or guardian to visit the Univer-
sity of Minnesota campuses in Morris, 
including attending a football game 

and a Native student activity, is being 
organized for October 24-27. Please 
see Cameron Greendeer or John 
Hanlon for details and to register. 

UMass Dartmouth to 
Visit with Tribal Students 
and Families on Septem-
ber 18

Craig Elkins, director of the College 
Now special admissions program 
at UMass Dartmouth will present 
to students in the Indian Ed Room 
on Wednesday, September 18 
from 2:00 -3:00 PM. There will be 
a follow up meeting for interested 
parents as well as a visit to campus.

Tufts University to Visit 
with Tribal Students and 
Families on September 
10

On Tuesday, September 10, Tufts 
University (Medford) Admissions 
Director Sean Ashburn will give a 
presentation to students in the In-
dian Ed Room at Mashpee Middle/
High School from 2:15 – 2:45 PM 
and then will be available to talk to 
parents at the Mashpee Wampano-
ag Tribe Community and Govern-
ment Center from 4:00 -5:00 PM. 

The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Housing Department is currently accepting 
applications and has an ongoing waitlist which will open October 2019 for the 
following programs: 

1. Rental Subsidy - Financial assistance provided for 24 months up to $300 
per month.

2. Home Rehabilitation - Financial assistance will be provided for code vio-
lations, health, safety or threat of loss for up to $15,000. 

3. First Light Wampanoag Homes Applications – Providing safe and afford-
able housing for low income individuals.

Contact the Housing Department at (508) 477-0208 Ext. 104.

Housing Program Applications Now Being Accepted
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On Tuesday, August 27 a production 
crew from WGBH Channel 2 in Boston 
visited Mashpee in order to capture 
station identification promotions.
 “I received a request from Kris-
ten Currier with WGBH by email asking 
if we would be interested in participat-
ing in taping station ID’s.” said Trish 
Keliinui, PR/Communication Manager 
for the Tribe. “The WGBH Foundation’s 
overall focus is on arts and education 
in Massachusetts, therefore they felt it 
very fitting to include members of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe as a com-
munity where their foundation is based 
on preserving history.” she added.
 Tribal Elders, Clan Mothers, 
youth and the Princesses participated 
in the day-long taping with settings at 
our historic landmarks like the Muse-
um and Old Indian Meeting House as 
the backdrops.
 The spoken line was “Hello, 
I’m from Mashpee and you are watch-
ing WGBH 2.” The most moving part 
of the day was hearing our Wôpanaak 
language spoken so fluidly with each 
taping on-camera by both the Elders 
and the Youth.

 “After corresponding with 
Trish by email and learning the vari-
ous locations and age groups that we 
would potentially capture on film, we 
decided we would dedicate an entire 
day in Mashpee. Typically we devote 
just a half day for filming.” said Kristen. 
“Now that we are here, we can say it 
has been an amazing day with incred-
ible historic locations and some very 
special people!” 
 The station ID’s will air as early 
as this fall on WGBH 2 and WGBX 44, 
both include coverage area in the state 
of Massachusetts.

Tribe to be Featured on WGBH Housing Department: 
Accepting Bid Proposals

The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s 
Housing Department is now ac-
cepting bids for a residential reha-
bilitation project in Hyannis, MA.
 Please stop by the Housing 
Department to pick up a bid pack-
age. If you prefer, we can also email 
or fax one to you.
 Hyannis, MA Residence: 
Pre-Bid conference will be held 
September 9, 2019 11 a.m. Bid is 
due September 23, 2019 and must 
be received by 2 p.m.
 If you have any questions 
please call (508) 477-0208 Ext. 104.

Adidas Rayne Graduates 
with High Honors

Please join with us in celebrat-
ing Adidas Rayne DeWillis as a 
2019 High School Graduate from 
East Providence High School in 
RI. Four years of highest honors 
for each quarter certainly attest to 
her academic focus, dedication, 
and investing in herself. Adidas will 
continue her education this fall at 
the University of Rhode Island. She 
is the Granddaughter of elder tribal 
member Edwina (DeWillis) Cooley 
and daughter of late tribal member 
Benjamin DeWillis.

Meeting House Seeking Attendant Volunteers!

If you would like to be a part of the Tribal Historic Preservation Department 
team as a volunteer during the months of September – November, 2019 
please contact the Department at 508-477-0208 ext 174. The hours of opera-
tion are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10AM – 2PM. An informal train-
ing will be provided.


