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TRIBAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

2023-RES-O40 

EMERGENCY APPROVAL 

RAISING OF THE CHIEF "SOTYUM"  

WHEREAS, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe (Tribe) is a federally-recognized Indian Tribe with a duly

enacted Constitution; and the governing body of the Tribe is known as the Mashpee 

Wampanoag Tribal Council (Tribal Council); and 

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 2.A., of the Constitution provides that the Tribal Council is 

empowered to protect the health, peace, morals, education, political integrity, economic 

security, and general welfare of the Tribe and its members; and 

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 1.A., "Tribal Council" "The Medicine Man and Tribal Chief, shall be 

selected by the general membership according to Tribal customs and tradition and 

acknowledged by resolution as such by all elected Tribal Council members prior to taking 

their respective seat on the Tribal Council" 

WHEREAS, The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and Tribal Council believe that our traditional and 

cultural beliefs are the foundation of our community, and shall always be a priority and 

respected at all times; and 

WHEREAS, On June 16, 2022 Chief Vernon "Silent Drum" Lopez resigned from his position as Chief of 

the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe on his birthday at the age of one-hundred; and 

WHEREAS, The "Raising of the Chief' Ceremony shall take place on May 6, 2023 at the Sacred Circle 

down fifty-five acres or the "ceremonial circle"; and 

WHEREAS, All General Membership of the Tribe ages 18 and over will have the opportunity to participate 

in the ceremony and stand behind the candidate they wish to support for the positon; and 
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